Illustrations of Colwell’s Canon
S. M. Baugh, Ph.D.

(From the A First John Reader):

ARTICLE USES WITH PREDICATE NOMINATIVE NOUNS. (Colwell's canon;! see
especially Wallace, pp. 256—70.) When a noun is used as a predicate nominative
in a predicate statement, the presence or absence of an article with that noun may
be determined by word order rather than by whether the noun is definite or not.
Colwell identified the normal pattern as: (1) Definite predicate nouns that follow
the copulative verb (usually €iui, “to be”) tend to have the article expressed: £y
el 10 0 To0 kdopov, “IT am the Light of the world” (John 8:12). The definite,
predicate noun ¢ag follows the copulative verb i, hence the article 16 was
expressed. (2) Definite predicate nouns that precede the copulative verb tend to
omit the article, even though they are specific in meaning: ¢@¢ €ijit 100 kdcUOD,
“TI am (the) Light of the world” (John 9:5). Here, Jesus is clearly not saying: “I am
a light (among many) of the world”; this is the same assertion he made in v. 8:12.
And notice that the noun ¢ag can be considered definite because it is joined with
an articular to0 kéouov (cf. §15 above).

Colwell’s canon should be handled carefully—one must always leave room for
variations in style, conflicts with other rules of article usage, the anarthrous noun
focuses on a quality, etc. And we should stress this: the canon shows that a pre-
verbal anarthrous predicate noun may be definite in meaning, not that it always
is definite; ¢idc in 1 John 1:5 is one example where the anarthrous predicate is not
definite but focuses on the noun’s quality (see the Reading Notes). Colwell’s
canon is a helpful description of an important Greek idiom, but it must be used
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with care.2 It’s a canon with one “n” not two.
Q Bedg Mv 6 Adyoc, “The word was God” (John 1:1); not “a god.”

Q &l 6 0e0¢ mathp VUMV MV Nyorndte Ov ué, “If God were your Father, you would
love me” (John 8:42). The fact that motnp is anarthrous is determined by its
function as the predicate noun; it is still definite in conjunction with vu®v. Not “a
father of yours.”

O Baociredg iyt v Tovdaiwv, “I am the King of the Jews” (John 19:21). Like the
previous example, BaciAedg is confirmed to be definite according to Apollonius’
canon explained above (§15).

O ‘0 &8¢ ékaTéVTOPYOG KOl 01 LET 0dTOD TNPovVTeg TOV Incody . . . édofnHOncoy
od6dpa, Aéyovtec GANOdc Beod vidg v 0dToc, “Then the centurion and those
where were guarding Jesus with him . . . became exceedingly afraid and said,
‘Truly he was the Son of God’” (Matt. 27:54).

1 K. C. Colwell, “A Definite Rule for the Use of the Article in the Greek New Testament,”
Journal of Biblical Literature 52 (1933): 12-21.

2] am not aware of studies of this construction outside the NT, yet one can observe it
elsewhere. I have noticed it particularly in the LXX of the Psalms; e.g., vi6g pov el 60, “You are my
Son” (Psa. 2:7; cf. 15[16]:2); ob 8¢, kOpte, GvTiMiprTtop Lo €1, “And you, O Lord, are my Helper”
(Psa. 3:4).



natip & 0 Zevg, “Now Zeus is our father” (Plutarch, Roman Questions 40
[274B]).

Other examples:

John 3:29 ) éxo)v ﬂ‘[v voudlmv vuu¢iog éotiv: 0 O¢ d)l?\,OQ TOV vuud)tou 0 SGTT]KOJQ
KO KOV@V oDTOV XopQt Xoiipel St TNV vy To0 vopdiov. ohtn odV 1 xopd.
1 €UN TETANPWTOLL.

John 4:18 nevte yop Gvdpog Eoyeg kol vov dv Exelg ovk EoTiv cov Gvilp: ToUTO
aAnBeg eipnroc.

John 4:19 Aéyetr a0td 1) YoV kOpie, Oewpd Gt Tpodfitng el ob.

John 4:34 Aéyel ocm:ou; 0 Incoog éudv [Spmud ¢otv iva morfco 10 BEANUO TOD
TEUPOVTOG LU Kol TELELOO® 0DHTOD TO EPYOV.

John 5:27 kol éEovoiloy €dmKev 0OTH Kpioly Tolely, 0Tt vidg &vBpdrov éotiv.

John 6: 35 elnev ocm:mg 0 Incovg é'yd) etut 0 &ptog 1:11g Cofig O epxouevog TPOG
EUE 00 UM TEWVAOT, KOL O TLOTELOV €1¢ EUE 0V UM SWYMNOEL TOTOTE.

John 7:39 10010 8¢ elnev mepl 100 mvevpotog O fueAlov Aoupdvey ot
TMoTeEVoOVTEG eig aToV: ofmm yop fv Tvedpa, Gtt Incotg 0V&énn £50E4aON.

(8) John 8:12 [TdA1v 0OV adtolg EMdAncey 6 Incodg Aéywv: €yd eipt 10 dig T0d
kéopov: 0 dkolovbAV €lol 00 Un TepLmaThoT €V TH okotTig, GAL EEEL TO Gidg
i Cofic.

John 8:31 £keyev 00V O Incoig npdg Tovg memiotevkdToag ovtd Tovdoiovg: éov
VUETG netvnte €v 10 MOy 10 Eud, AANODS podntol pod éote

John 8:33 dmexpiOnoav mpog avtov: onéppa 'APpadip opev kKol ovdeVi
SEBOVAEVKOYEY TTOTOTE" TMG OV AEYELG OTL EAeVBEPOL YEVNOEGDE;

John 34 dnexpidn ovtoig 6 INcovg auny ounv AEym VULV 6T TOG O TOLDY THV
opaptiov §0OAbg Eotiv Tiig dpaptiog.

John 8:37 O18a. 11 onéppa "ABpadip €ote’ GAAL (Ntelté pe dmoktelvan, 8T1 6
AOY0G 0 €UOC 0V YMPET €V VLULV.

John 8:39 ocnslcptencocv Kol elmoy bt O TOTTP mw)v ‘ABpaGiyL EGTLY. keyet
o01olg 6 'Incovg €l tékva T0D Aﬁpadu ¢ote, 0 Epya TOV "APpoo Emotelte:

John 8:42 einev adtoic 6 Incolc €l 6 0edg matp Vpdv fv Nyondte G ué, &yd
YO €k ToV Beov EENABOV Kol Tk 0VAE Yop G’ EUoLTOD EANALOOL, GAN
EKETVOC LUE AMEGTELAEV.

John 9:5 8tav £v 10 kdouw O, g eipt 10D KéopoL.

John 9:28 kol éAo18dpnoov adTOV Kod elmov: od padntig el éxeivov, Mueic 8¢
100 Mobcéwg éouev podntod:

John 10:2 6 8¢ eioepydpevog d10. THic BVpog moufv otV TAV TPOPATOV.

John 12:31 vV kpioig é6Tiv 100 k66RO T0VTOV, VOV O GpY®V TOV KOGLOL TOVTOV
EkPANONoeTON EEW!



John 19:21 & eyov odv 19 IIikdto ol dpyepeic tdv Tovdaimv: um yplde: 6
Booirevg TV Tovdainv, dAN 0Tt ekelvog einev: Paothetdg eipt tdv Tovdaimv.

Ps 13:6 fovAnv TToyol kotnoxvvate 0Tt kKOpLog EArig adtod EoTLv

Ps 49:6 Kol avoryyEAODGTV 01 0VPEVOL TNV S1KOOGVVNV ardToD OTL O Bedg kprLfig
€0TLV d1GfoApLOL

Ps 58:10 10 kpditog Lov Tpd¢ & PLAGE®D ET1 O Bedg AvtiAMpntap pov £l

Ps 58:18 Bon06¢ pov ool Yord &1t 6 Bedg dvridMpmtap pov £l 6 0e6¢ pov 10 Ehedg
LoV

Ps 77:35 kol guviodnooy 6t 6 B0¢ BonBog arvtdv oty ko 6 Be0g 6 Vjriotog
AVTPOTIG CVTOV EGTLV

Ps 88:27 at0¢ émkoréoetod pe mothp Hov el 60 Bedg Hov kod SvTIAAUTTOP THG
ooOTNPLOG LoV

Ps 118:99 V1Ep TAVTOG TOVG S18ACKOVTAG e GUVTKOL OTL TO LOPTOPL GOV UEAETN
Hov 0TIV

Ps 118:174 €nendOnco 10 GOTHPLOV GOV KVPLE KOl O VOLLOG GOV LEAETT LOV EGTLV



